Bury St Edmunds All-Through Trust
Horringer Court
Headteacher: Mrs Tania Johnson
Glastonbury Road, Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk IP33 2EX
Telephone: 01284 755626
Fax: 01284 704494
Email: hc.admin@burytrust.org
www.burytrust.org/horringer

27th November 2017

ELECTION OF PARENT GOVERNORS
Dear Parent
ELECTION OF PARENT GOVERNOR
There are currently 3 places for Parent Governors on the Governing Body of your child’s school, and a vacancy
for 1 of these places is available to commence January 2018. I am therefore writing to give you details of the
arrangements for nominations and voting for new Parent Governors.
Governing bodies are the key strategic decision-making body of every school and have a vital role to play in
making sure every child gets the best possible education.
In all schools governing bodies should have a strong focus on three core strategic functions:




Ensuring clarity of vision, ethos and strategic direction;
Holding the headteacher to account for the educational performance of the school and its pupils, and
the performance management of staff; and
Overseeing the financial performance of the school and making sure its money is well spent.

No special qualifications are needed and the most important thing is to have a keen interest in the school and be
prepared to play an active part in the governing body’s work.
Enclosed with this letter is a nomination form on which parents who have children at the school can nominate
themselves or another parent, with their consent, for election as a Parent Governor. It is necessary for a Parent
Governor to have a child at the school at the time he or she is elected. Certain people are disqualified from
being Governors and, as such, candidates are asked to please consult the attached sheet detailing the
disqualification criteria before making a nomination. If grounds for disqualification come to light after
appointment the person is automatically barred from being a governor and the appointment will terminate with
immediate effect.
There is space on the nomination form for a statement of not more than 250 words by the person nominated in
which they can give such details as they wish about themselves, their views and the skills they believe they can
bring to the governing body. This statement would then be included on the voting paper.
The term of office is for 4 years whether or not the child of the elected parent remains at the school for the
whole of this period. A Parent Governor elected now will hold office until January 2022 and, like other
Governors, will be able to stand for re-election providing they are still eligible.
The closing date for nominations is Monday 4th December 2017. If there are more nominations than vacancies the
election will be by secret ballot. If that is necessary, voting papers will be sent to all parents together with details
of the ballot procedure.
Yours sincerely

Tania Johnson
Headteacher

